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Conference Session Goal

I will cover the following topics:
1. Key Vocabulary and Definitions in Writing
2. What the Bible Says About Writing
3. What Principles Guide Writing Instruction
4. An Overview of the Components of Writing that Students Learn

I hope to plant seeds that cultivate in our hearts the principle that writing is God’s way of communicating and is a model
for us.

1. Vocabulary & Definitions

A. What is language?
LAN'GUAGE, noun [Latin lingua, the tongue, and speech.]
1. Human speech; the expression of ideas by words or significant articulate sounds, for the communication of
thoughts. Language consists in the oral utterance of sounds, which usage has made the representatives of ideas.
When two or more persons customarily annex the same sounds to the same ideas, the expression of these
sounds by one person communicates his ideas to another. This is the primary sense of language the use of which
is to communicate the thoughts of one person to another through the organs of hearing. Articulate sounds are
represented by letters, marks or characters which form words. Hence language consists also in
2. Words duly arranged in sentences, written, printed or engraved, and exhibited to the eye.

B. What is writing?
WRITING, n.
1. The act or art of forming letters and characters, on paper, wood, stone or other material, for the purpose of
recording the ideas which characters and the words express, or of communicating them to others by visible signs.
We hardly know which to admire most, the ingenuity or the utility of the art of writing.
2. Any thing written or expressed in letters

2. The Bible

A. What does the Bible say about writing?
Proverbs 22:20-21 says, Have I not written to you excellent things, Of counsels and knowledge, That I may make
you know the certainty of the words of truth, That you may answer words of truth, To those who send to you?
Hebrews 8:10, For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I
will put My laws in their mind and write them on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be My people.
Proverbs 3:3, Let not mercy and truth forsake thee: bind them about thy neck; write them upon the table of thine
heart.
Romans 15:4 For whatever things were written before were written for our learning, that we through the patience
and comfort of the Scriptures might have hope.

B. What foundational principles can we gather from these verses?
1. What is the origin of writing? Who created the subject and when was it created?

a. Writing originated with God. It's His invention and primary way of communicating truth to us. Writing does
not have an origin. It does not have a beginning. It has always existed with God. He did not invent the
subject. It has always existed with him.

b. Writing is an extension of language. God wants us to communicate His truth through writing and
speaking. Writing is not just an exercise for Him. He wants us to do it also. We are to use writing to
communicate His truth.



c. God gave us language as a gift. It has a tremendous amount of temporal and eternal value. We are to
steward that gift. We must exercise this gift, practice this gift, and use this gift for His glory.

2. What is the biblical purpose of language or writing? Why is this subject important?
a. God intends that we learn to write well. He is our role model.
b. Children, especially when young, can learn to write well even if they don’t enjoy it or aren’t good at it.

3. What is the goal of writing? What is the end result you should look toward?
a. The goal of writing is to cultivate the highest standard of English skills for the perspicuity (clarity) of truth.

The distinction between the purpose of writing and the goal of writing is that the purpose is about learning
to communicate truth and the goal is to do it with perspicuity or clarity. The end goal is that our writing is
clear. Without clear writing, we cannot communicate effectively.

b. Clear writing gives us confidence and readiness too communicate truth. 1 Peter 3:15 says, But sanctify
the Lord God in your hearts, and always be ready to give a defense to everyone who asks you a reason
for the hope that is in you, with meekness and fear.

4. What’s the standard (or history of) to be reached for the English language? (It’s not the common core.)
a. The standard of the English language is Noah Webster. He established the English language unique to

America. He was a teacher and is known as the Father of American Education. He wrote The American
Dictionary of the English Language (1828), The Blue-Backed Speller (1783), a grammar book (1784), and
a reader (1785).

b. He believed language can be taught sequentially in stages and that a key factor in identifying a nation is
their language. He wanted America to establish its own form of English separate from Britain. He set the
standard for American English.

3. Principles

A. What are the principles of teaching writing?
1. Language that inspires the child’s heart to love literature and delight in language is the best

preparation for successful writing. The internal part of a child must be prioritized above requiring
children to perform externally. Make reading the Bible an adventure and worthwhile endeavor.
Prioritize great books that delight the heart and inspire the imagination.

2. Writing is first learned by imitation. Read aloud to our children from birth. They need to hear a model
of high quality writing. Model for them how to write well by providing models of good writing.

3. Writing is mastered by analysis and reason. Memorization should only be used as an accompaniment
(something added to) of analysis and reason.

4. Writing instruction must have as its goal the communication of Gospel truth and lead to successful
enterprise in the individual life.

5. There is order in language. Communication must be meaningful and clear. Teachers must teach the
patterns in all aspects of writing instruction. Children learn the order of language in sequential steps
until mastery is reached. In order to gain mastery, each step or level is dependent upon the mastery
of the previous level.

4. Application (Overview)

B. Components of Writing Instruction (Specific Language Skills)
1. The Basic Sentence - a complete idea (subject, verb), punctuation, capitalization, grammar, spelling,

description or explanation, word usage, word agreement
2. Types of Sentences - simple, compound, complex; Kinds - statement/declarative, exclamatory or

imperative, interrogative (question)
3. Types of Paragraphs - narrative (character, setting, plot), informative (topic, main idea, facts/details),

persuasive (topic, reasons, evidence)
4. The Basic Paragraph - related sentences, topic sentence/introduction, supporting sentences/details,

concluding sentence/conclusion, unity, clarity, and emphasis of ideas, style
5. The Writing Process - plan, draft, revise, edit, present; ideas (science/skill), style (art/creativity): unity,

clarity, emphasis; three paragraph essay, five paragraph essay
6. Grammar - Parts of speech (noun, adjective/articles, verb, adverb, preposition, conjunction)


